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Customs and 
seCurity

Since the very first so-called ‘video analytics’ systems were 
introduced, the technology has experienced a number of false 
dawns in terms of its acceptance as a reliable and cost effective 
addition to traditional video surveillance tools.  

Transport applications
The use of analytics in the transport sector has evolved beyond 
fulfilling basic security needs to include advanced features, such as 
traffic monitoring functions and detection of left luggage within 
transport hubs.

On a basic level, the ability of analytics to identify the 
movement and speed of vehicles (and people), as opposed to 
other spurious objects, lends the technology to monitoring of 
perimeters and suspicious behaviour within defined areas.  Video 
analytics can alert operators to packages left within a scene, 
which otherwise may go undetected in the midst of multiple 
CCTV screens.  

Wider acceptance
Recently, a number of factors have contributed to an increase 
in interest and demand, enabling video analytics to be 
reconsidered as a viable video surveillance option.  i-LIDS is 

the UK government’s benchmark standard for video analytics 
technology and is awarded to security products judged to have 
met the stringent criteria specified by the Home Office Scientific 
Development Branch (HOSDB) in the development of video-
based detection systems for government use.

Manufacturers meeting the highest level of performance 
classification receive the i-LIDS accreditation, which is the first 
real independent measure of the quality and functionality of a 
video analytics system.

Improving the security function
When the costs of manned guarding and operators are considered, 
it’s tempting when assessing analytics to assume that the number 
of security staff can be immediately reduced by introducing the 
technology. Perhaps it’s more appropriate to view video analytics 
as a way to improve the efficiency of operators and guards.  

Analytics can be used to assist in highlighting notable events, 
thereby allowing operators to do what they do best: deciding 
whether an incident is suspicious or not. Security functions 
can therefore handle more cameras more effectively with their 
existing staff.  Supporting the guards with analytics means the 
ability to switch guards to mobile patrols based on analytics 
incidents, covering a larger area more effectively and responding 
to real incidents more quickly, rather than just following a 
routine guard tour. 

Perimeter protection
There are a number of video analytics packages available 
in the market today, all offering a multitude of capabilities, 
and not always linked to security.  However, the majority of 
installed systems have focused on one of video analytics’ core 
competencies: perimeter protection.

This specific scenario continues to be a much demanded 
i-LIDS accreditation as increasing numbers of end-users and 
integrators realise the performance and cost benefits of video 
analytics in perimeter detection-type applications. 

Return on investment
Although attracted by the benefits of video analytics, security 
managers have always faced challenges in justifying the 
investment in what has been perceived as a premium technology.  
Analytics is not a universal panacea, but if you are interested 
in understanding whether analytics can help solve a particular 
problem, Honeywell would be delighted to help you explore  
the options.
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analytics software highlights notable events, allowing operators to decide 
whether an incident is suspicious or not, and act accordingly.

Honeywell’s new Active Alert v4.7 video analytics solution has been evaluated by 

the UK Home Office Scientific Development Branch (HOSDB) and awarded i-LIDS 

accreditation both as a primary detection system in an operational alert role and 

as an event-based recording system for sterile zone monitoring applications.
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