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The Port of Eemshaven is located in the northeast of the 
Netherlands, and has undergone extremely rapid development 
since 2002. This seaport and the seaport in Delfzijl are both 
managed by Groningen Seaports.  

In 2002, Groningen Seaports decided proactively to create a 
wharf facility at Julianahaven. This investment decision heralded 
a turbulent period of growth. Holland Malt, a consortium of beer 
brewer Bavaria and Agrifirm, decided to establish its business 
here during construction of the wharf, which was followed each 
year by more new companies. Large companies such as Norned 
(an alliance between TenneT and Stattnett), Theo Pouw, Google, 
Nuon and RWE have expressed an interest and also decided to 
establish themselves at Eemshaven.

Origin and location
Eemshaven is situated about 20 kilometers to the north of Delfzijl, 
and was developed at the end of the 1960s for large-scale activities 
in the oil refinery and petrochemicals industries. The seaport was 
opened by Queen Juliana in 1973, but an oil crisis followed the 
very same year and the planned industries failed to materialize. 
Europe’s biggest gas-fired power station did arrive, however; and 
in 1975 a start was made with the construction of a 600-metre 
trade wharf, behind which a number of storage and transshipment 
companies established themselves. But no more large clients were 
destined to arrive at the Port until the beginning of this century.

Eemshaven has a direct connection to the open sea and is 
currently accessible to vessels with a maximum draught of 12 
meters. Once various dredging projects have been completed by 
Groningen Seaports in the seaport, and by Rijkswaterstaat (the 
Directorate General for Public Works and Water Management) 
in the approaches, Eemshaven will be accessible to vessels with a 
maximum draught of 14 meters.

Western side of the seaport
The western side of the seaport has three harbor basins. Beatrixhaven 
is located on the northern side. Queen Beatrix officially opened 
the first phase of this seaport in 2008, with a 350-meter wharf on 
the southern side. In 2010, this seaport was extended with a 350-
meter harbor basin and wharf. The seaport is intended for short-sea 
shipping for cargo flows with Northern Europe. The construction 
of the wharves and the dredging were carried out separately and 
successively, which made it possible to build the wharves on land. 
The engineering for a further enlargement of the harbor to a 
maximum of 1200 meters is approaching completion.

Julianahaven is situated to the south of Beatrixhaven. This 1200-
meter seaport has a depth varying from NAP -15 meters to NAP 
-17 meters. The seaport has both northern and southern wharves. 
In 2008, the northern wharf was doubled when a 350-meter 
wharf was built. The final phase of the northern wharf (over 350 
meters) is currently under construction. For the construction of 
the final two phases and the wharves in Beatrixhaven, Groningen 
Seaports has opted for a building method in which the front of 
the wharf is constructed using prefabricated concrete. 

The arrival of Vopak Olie at Eemshaven will necessitate 
the construction of a jetty on the western side of the seaport. 

A design has already been completed in anticipation of Vopak 
Olie’s expected decision, which means that the construction of 
this 420-meter jetty can commence in 2011. Since vessels with 
a length of 280 meters and a beam of 45 meters will be mooring 
on the northern side of this jetty, the existing RoRo jetty, with 
a maximum bearing capacity of 300 tons and a width of 18 
meters between the collision protectors, will need to be relocated. 
During this relocation, it will also be established whether the 
bearing capacity and the width can be increased so that even 
more vessels can make use of this facility in the future. 

Finally, Emmahaven is situated to the south of Julianahaven. 
All of Eemshaven’s ports are named after our royal dynasty. A 
30-year-old wharf in this port was revitalized in 2009. A floating 
jetty for inland shipping and fishing vessels is currently being 
replaced here. A new floating service jetty is being built for the 
pilot service and the sounding vessels.

Eastern side of the seaport
On the eastern side of the seaport there is currently just one 
harbor basin: Wilhelminahaven. This harbor basis has a length of 
700 meters and a maximum depth of NAP -17 meters. A public 
unloading dock for inland shipping and small coasters is located 
on the southern side. There is also currently a large building site 
on the eastern side of the seaport. 

As well as the construction of the power stations of Nuon 
(1200 MW) and RWE (1600 MW), Groningen Seaports is 
working on extending Wilhelminahaven by about 600 meters. A 
deep-sea wharf of 1250 meters is also being built with a trough 
depth of NAP -18 meters. All of this is scheduled for completion 
at the end of 2011 so that the first coal vessels can be received. 
A complicating factor is that the cooling water inlets for both 
Nuon and RWE are being built on the northern and southern 
wharves respectively.

In addition to the establishment of these two power companies, 
a lot of energy is already being generated at Eemshaven. As well as 
Electrabel (2400 MW) and Norned (900 MW), there are 88 wind 
turbines at Eemshaven, each with a maximum output of 3 MW. 
The presence of this energy production forms the basis for the 
establishment of the data hotel for TCN Eemsdelta, which is used 
principally by Google. The landing terminal of a transatlantic fiber 
optic cable is also located at Eemshaven.
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3D plan of the Energypark at the Eemshaven in 2014.
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Plan of the Eemshaven with description of each area.
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Eemsmond Energie (Advanced Power and Siemens Project 
Ventures) is planning to build another 1200 MW power station, 
and TenneT has plans to facilitate more international exchange 
in addition to the existing cable between Norway and the 
Netherlands. Finally, various offshore wind parks are being built in 
the North Sea, which makes Eemshaven an attractive location both 
for the building phase and the landing of the cable. All in all, there 
are plenty of reasons to describe Eemshaven as an energy seaport.

Sustainability
Groningen Seaports is aware that its seaport developments are 
taking place alongside an internationally significant area of natural 
beauty: the Wadden Sea. In recent years, this awareness has led to 

practical alliances with nature and environment organizations for 
the layout and management of the seaport. In the summer of 2010 
RWE, NUON, Groningen Seaports and nature and environment 
organizations agreed in a letter of intent to continuing work on 
the sustainability of Eemshaven and the surrounding region. 

Developments at the seaport oblige Groningen Seaports, RWE 
and Nuon, under environmental legislation, to put compensatory 
measures in place. One aspect of this is the ecological verge on 
the eastern side of Eemshaven. In Emmapolder, a 50-hectare wet 
nature reserve has been created as compensation for birds along 
the Wadden region. Fishing rights have been bought up in the 
Dollard, and a monitoring plan has been set up to observe the 
effects of the pile-driving on seals.

Since 2010, Groningen Seaports has opted to set sustainability 
requirements in its tenders that go beyond the statutory provisions. 
In practical terms, this means that as well as the functional and 
technical requirements set by Groningen Seaports for the 
construction of seaport facilities, there are also requirements 
governing energy efficiency and the recycling of materials, and also 
for working with local apprentices and job-seekers.

The work being carried out at the seaport has major implications for 
earth moving in the seaport. Groningen Seaports has decided to keep 
the earth moving under its own management to ensure that projects 
can be combined, which saves a lot of work when moving earth.
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Groningen Seaports offers a complete package of 

services, from logistical services to venerable locations 

for business establishment related to industry, service, 

and trade in and around the ports. The organization 

invests up-front in port facilities and infrastructure 

to meet customer demand, while leaving plenty of 

quays and sites available for rapid establishment. 
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Aerial view of the 50-hectare nature conservation area for birds along the 
Wadden region of Emmapolder.


