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Natural gas represents more than one fifth of total primary 
energy consumption worldwide, and its importance has risen 
in all parts of the world over the last ten years. Natural gas is a 
clean and efficient source of energy for a variety of applications 
and is particularly competitive in power generation. This trend 
is set to continue. LNG is increasingly seen as a highly flexible 
cost effective route for bringing natural gas to consumers in a 
sustainable way from multiple locations. The LNG industry is 
going through a period of rapid growth.

LNG is growing because of underlying fundamentals –  
economic growth, increasing use of gas in power production, 
environmental factors and diversity of supply. There are no quick 
fixes for the world’s energy infrastructure problems. However, 
natural gas provides the most rapid solution of all. On top of that 
security of supply for buyers and diversity of markets for sellers 
tends to favour significantly increasing the proportion of gas 
delivered by LNG as opposed to pipelines.

Not a day passes without natural gas being major news in 
newspapers. Many of these articles are tinged with a form of 
paranoia born from a fear of lack of supply. However, the world 
is not short of gas. It is short of the infrastructure to harness 
those reserves. Therefore an increase in LNG infrastructure 
worldwide is required to increase supply, improve security and 
diversity of supply and moderate prices. The Dutch/British 
LNG company 4Gas, dedicated to LNG, is playing its part to 
allow exporting countries to bring gas to those consumers who 
today favour gas over alternatives. And the company is fulfilling 
this role as an independent player. Its vision includes a global 
network of independently owned readily accessible import 
facilities used to move natural gas flexibly and securely between 
producers and buyers. As an independent LNG terminal 
developer and operator it can provide optimal flexibility and 
competitive prices to customers and commercial partners. 

Dedicated to LNG
The terminal business is competitive so one sees many proposed 
projects but only a few are actually building facilities today. 
This is because LNG is not a simple sector. It requires focus 
and expertise. Against this background, 4Gas was established 
as a specialist company dedicated to LNG. 4Gas understands 
that as in any business, success goes to those that understand 
the industry and locales in which they operate. But more 
importantly, success goes to those that are willing to act and  
take risk.

Global reach
4Gas is developing projects on a worldwide basis and is set to 
become the first independent global operator of LNG import, 
storage and regasification terminals. Current developments of 
4Gas include the Dragon LNG terminal in Milford Haven (Wales, 
UK), the LionGas terminal in Rotterdam (The Netherlands), 
a terminal in Le Verdon/Bordeaux (France) and one in Nova 
Scotia (Canada). The Dragon LNG terminal is currently under 
construction and scheduled to become operational in 2007. The 
LionGas terminal in Rotterdam is programmed to come online in 

2010. In Nova Scotia an LNG terminal project is being developed 
to serve both the US and Canadian markets as of 2010. In France, 
4Gas has signed an agreement with the Port of Bordeaux for the 
development of a new LNG import facility to be operational 
in Le Verdon as of 2011. Furthermore, the company is involved 
in high level discussions in four Asian countries within the 
framework of its global strategy.

Dragon LNG, Milford Haven, Wales UK
In 1999, 4Gas was first to identify and develop an LNG import 
terminal in the UK. By 2002 it had established Dragon LNG 

4Gas – LNG market access and 
security of supply
4Gas, Rotterdam, The Netherlands

Construction of Dragon LNG terminal well underway.

The Dragon LNG terminal will already be online next year.
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which is currently constructing an LNG import, storage and 
regasification terminal with a start-up capacity of 6 billion cubic 
metres per annum (6 bcma). The terminal is located in Milford 
Haven, Wales. This major facility will receive its first LNG in 
2007. The terminal customers are two leading companies in 
the global LNG trade; BG Group of the UK and Petronas of 
Malaysia, who also joined as partners in the facility.

The start up capacity of the terminal will provide up to 7 
per cent of natural gas deliveries in the UK. Over 18 million 
homes in the UK use natural gas and 45 per cent of all UK 
electric power is generated using natural gas. The demand for 
energy and natural gas is increasing at a time when the UK’s 
indigenous production from the North Sea is declining. The 
import of LNG will help fill the growing gap between supply 
and demand. LNG has been used in the UK for over 30 years 
and Dragon LNG’s partners have a long history operating 
in the gas industry, with BG Group and Petronas, one of the 
world’s leading LNG exporters, owning the largest fleet of 
LNG ships.

LionGas Rotterdam, The Netherlands
Located in the Port of Rotterdam, LionGas is positioned to 
provide excellent access to existing gas infrastructure to supply 
key Northwest European markets. The Rotterdam region itself 
is a major gas consumer for industrial demand as well as having 
power and residential demand. Marine and industrial construction 
conditions in the Port of Rotterdam are highly competitive and 
combined with the excellent site characteristics LionGas can offer 
efficient, low cost market access.

LionGas is the first LNG project in the Netherlands to 
successfully conclude the Environmental Impact Assessment 
procedure with a final report issued in the summer of 2006. The 
Dutch authorities have issued the final environmental permit in 
August 2006 which will become effective in September 2006 

allowing operations from 2010 onwards. The first phase of the 
construction is for a 9 bcma facility with an ultimate capacity of 
up to 18 bcma. 

Nova Scotia LNG, Canada
In March 2006, 4Gas with its par tner Suntera Canada 
Ltd purchased the Nova Scotia LNG project, located at 
Goldboro, Nova Scotia. This project, which has been under 
development for five years, will serve the substantial Canadian 
and US gas markets. The site is strategically located adjacent 
to the Maritimes & Northeast Pipeline, a 1,300-kilometre 
pipeline transmission system that transports natural gas from 
offshore Nova Scotia to markets in Atlantic Canada and the 
Northeastern United States. As an LNG import site Nova 
Scotia offers two major competitive advantages over the Gulf 
of Mexico; Nova Scotia offers significantly shorter shipping 
distances from LNG production centres and Nova Scotia offers 
shorter pipeline transportation distances to the key markets in 
the Northeast US.

The LionGas site in the strategic Port of Rotterdam.

Scale model of the LionGas Terminal in Rotterdam. 
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4Gas focuses on developing and operating LNG terminals around the world. 

Current European projects include the Dragon LNG project in Milford Haven, 

Wales, the LionGas project in Rotterdam, the Netherlands and a project in Le 

Verdon/Bordeaux, France. The Goldboro Project in Nova Scotia, Canada, serves 

both the US and Canadian markets. 4Gas has also established its presence in the 

Asian market with an office in Hong Kong, in addition to existing offices in the UK 

and the Netherlands.

4Gas

Max Euwelaan 61

3062 MA Rotterdam

The Netherlands

Tel: +31 (0)10 24 26 000

Fax: +31 (0)10 24 26 097

Email: info@4gas.com

Website: www.4gas.com

ABOUT THE COMPANY ENQUIRIES 

The Nova Scotia project will initially include three LNG 
storage tanks of 160,000 m3, providing a send out capacity of 
around 10 bcma. The site has sufficient space available to add 
additional tanks to more than double its send out. The Goldboro 
site will be able to receive LNG carriers of up to 250,000 m3.

Le Verdon/Bordeaux, France
In August 2006, 4Gas signed an agreement with the Port of 
Bordeaux which would allow the development of a new LNG 
import facility to be located in Le Verdon. The Port of Bordeaux 
is amongst the largest ports in France and has already generated 
important energy projects. The Port already provides approximately 
97 per cent of the regional demand of petrol and gas. Due to its vast 
experience in the oil sector and its ability to take in large vessels, the 

Port of Bordeaux is an ideal location for an LNG import terminal. 
According to 4Gas Chief Executive Officer, Paul Q.J. van Poecke: 
“Le Verdon is strategically located to serve the French and Iberian 
gas markets both of which are growing and are currently served  
by LNG.”

The terminal site in Le Verdon is located at the mouth of the La 
Gironde. 4Gas is undertaking extensive environmental, safety and 
engineering studies required for the permit application. The Port 
of Bordeaux has agreed to renovate the existing jetty and work 
with 4Gas on all marine aspects. The terminal in Le Verdon would 
initially have a send out capacity of 6 bcma and could be expanded 
to 18 bcma. The terminal would be able to handle tankers carrying 
as much as 250,000 m3 of LNG. The construction of the terminal 
is proposed for 2008 with a start-up in 2011. 


