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LIQUID, CHEMICAL 
AND GAS HANDLING

Europe is entering a new energy landscape. Gas and oil prices have 
nearly doubled in the last two years. Europe’s import dependency 
is forecast to rise to 70 per cent by 2030, as our hydrocarbon 
reserves dwindle and demand rises. Our infrastructure must 
improve; €1 trillion is needed over the next 20 years to meet 
expected energy demand and replace ageing infrastructure. And 
our climate is changing; global warming has already made the 
world 0.6°C hotter.

These challenges are common to all European citizens and 
countries. They require a common European response. The EU 
is well placed to act. We have the buying power that comes from 
being the world’s second largest consumer of energy. We are one 
of the most energy efficient regions. We are global leaders in new 
and renewable forms of energy, the development of low carbon 
technologies, and demand management. 

And yet Europe’s approach on energy in the past has been 
disjointed, failing to connect different policies and different 
countries. That must change. 

That is why the European Commission published last March a 
Green Paper on developing a coherent European Energy Policy. 
Our proposed aim is secure, sustainable and competitive energy. 
If the EU can take a common approach, and articulate it with a 
common voice, Europe can lead the global energy debate. 

The paper argues that an integrated, European Energy 
Policy can maintain Europe’s competitiveness, safeguard our 
environmental objectives and ensure our security of supply. There 
are no easy answers. But the Green Paper will launch a major 
public debate on how to deal with the new energy reality. 

So what does the Green Paper propose? 
•  Unity: Europe needs to speak with a common voice worldwide 

– particularly with the main producers and consumers. We must 
use the size of our market and the range of our instruments 
to manage our energy dependency, diversify our energy 
supplies and export our energy model. A new partnership with 
our neighbouring suppliers, including Russia, is essential. We 
must capitalise on the shared interest of Europe and its main 
neighbouring energy suppliers in secure, open and growing 
energy markets. And we must intensify our cooperation with the 
other main partners, in the Middle East, Asia and America. 

•  Integration: We must create a truly single European electricity 
and gas market. This will help deliver on security, competitiveness 
and sustainability. Open markets benefit consumers. They create 
the long term platform essential for investment. They provide 
the correct, pan European context for the current merger 
activity. Europe prospers in energy, as in other areas, when it 
lowers barriers, not raises them. 

•  Solidarity: With integration should come solidarity. Europe 
must respond better to fluctuations in energy markets and supply, 
as well as rethink our approach to emergency oil and gas stocks. 

•  Sustainability: We must accelerate the transition to a low 
carbon economy, using both new energies and existing ones. 
Europe needs to set the framework for different low carbon 
energies to thrive. We cannot afford to promote one to the 

exclusion of others. Renewable energies must continue to grow 
in our energy mix. They cannot replace hydrocarbons. But they 
can, in the case of biofuels, be literally blended with them. 

•  Efficiency: We must change not just energy supply but energy 
demand. There is considerable scope to use energy more 
efficiently, to the benefit of the climate, consumers and our 
security. This is not about turning the heating down. It is about 
developing technologies and habits to change Europe’s energy 
model and support sustainable growth. We should continue to 
develop energy efficiency standards for the heavy consumers of 
energy, such as transport and buildings. 

Working towards a sustainable, 
competitive and secure energy
Andris Piebalgs, Energy Commissioner, European Commission, Brussels, Belgium

Andris Piebalgs, Member of the EC in charge of Energy, along with José Manuel 
Barroso, President of the EC gave a press conference to present the basis 
for a European Energy Policy setting out in a major new Green Paper, which 
invites comments on six specific priority areas, containing over 20 concrete 
suggestions for possible new action. 
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Andris Piebalgs, giving the go-ahead to the Shell Eco-marathon car race, a 
competition for all types of fuel-efficient vehicles to see which can run the 
longest with a given amount of fuel. 
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•  Innovation: Europe is at the leading edge of developing low 
carbon technologies. We must stay there. The environmental 
benefits are enormous. So are the business opportunities, with 
a booming international market for energy efficient and low 
carbon technologies. A European Institute of Technology could 
help to ensure Europe stays at the top of the innovation league. 

Underpinning these six priorities are two crucial concepts to 
help Europe deliver secure, competitive and sustainable energy. 
The first is diversity; of energy source, of country of origin, of 
transit. We have seen how important this is for gas. The second is 
urgency. In some areas, we are starting from a low base. Some of 
the new energies will take years to come on stream. But that is an 
argument for immediate action, not for delay. 

Member States share this urgency. In the Spring European 
Council under the Austrian presidency, the Member States urged 
the Commission to work in 20 of the proposals of the Green 
Paper. This will be translated on a Strategic EU Energy Review 
which will be presented to the European Council in December. 
This document will be the base for discussion for a new European 
Policy: Energy.

Andris Piebalgs took up the post of Energy 

Commissioner in November 2004. Since the EU 

enlargement on 1st of May 2004, when the 

Commissioners of the new Member States came into 

the European Commission, Mr Piebalgs was heading the 

Cabinet of Latvian Commissioner Mrs. Sandra Kalniete. 

Before joining the European Commission, he worked for 

almost a decade in diplomacy. He started his diplomatic 

career in 1995 when he became the ambassador of 

Latvia in Estonia. During five years – between 1998 and 

2003 – Mr Piebalgs was the Ambassador of Latvia to 

the European Union, later – Undersecretary of State for 

EU affairs at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Latvia. 

Mr Piebalgs was Latvian Minister of Education (1990-

93), chaired the Budget and finance committee of the 

Parliament of Latvia (1993-94) and Finance minister of 

Latvia (1994-96). Mr Piebalgs holds a degree in Physics 

from University of Latvia. 

Working on Europe’s economic, social and environmental 

renewal in the framework of Lisbon strategy is the priority 

of the new European Commission. The contribution that 

an effective energy policy can make to Europe’s overall 

welfare cannot be underestimated. Energy is a key sector 

of the European economy, vital to competitiveness and 

thus to the achievement of the Lisbon agenda, essential 

to meeting Europe’s Kyoto obligations, and a major factor 

in the Union’s external relations. 

Six key priorities on which the Commission’s policy on 

energy will be focussed during the next five years are:

• Increasing energy efficiency

•  Achieving a properly functioning internal market for 

gas and electricity for the benefit of all our citizens

• Promoting renewable energy

• Strengthening nuclear safety and security

•  Security of Europe’s energy supplies and further 

developing external energy policy relations

•  Improving the links between energy policies and 

environmental and research policies

Website Energy Commissioner: http://ec.europa.eu/
commission_barroso/piebalgs/index_en.htm

Website Energy Commission:

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/index_en.html
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DTN automates the NCRA terminal in Council Bluffs, IowaEurope are global 
leaders in new and renewable forms of energy (LNG tanker shown). 
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