
The straits of Malacca and Singapore 
(SOMS) remain one of the busiest 
and most important shipping lanes 
in the world. It is a vital sea line of 
communication, carrying about one third 
of the world’s traded goods, and used by 
ships voyaging from west to east. Safety 
of navigation and the protection of the 
marine environment in the SOMS are of 
paramount importance. 

The pamphlet 
In May 2014, a pamphlet entitled ‘Safe 
Passage: The Straits of Singapore and 
Malacca’, was officially launched at the 
ninety-third session of the International 
M a r i t i m e  O r g a n i s a t i on’s  ( I M O ) 
Maritime Safety Committee, held in 
London. The Safe Passage pamphlet 
is the result of an initiative pursued 
within the Co-operative Mechanism, a 
framework established in 2007 in which 
the littoral states of Indonesia, Malaysia 
and Singapore and the users of the 
SOMS, pool their respective resources 
and expertise in an effort to enhance 
navigational safety and protection of the 
marine environment in the SOMS. 

The Safe Passage Pamphlet was first 
proposed by the international shipping 
association BIMCO in 2012. It is 
intended to be a handy tool for the users 
of the SOMS offering navigational 
guidelines and best practices to be 
observed, as well as the importance of 
adhering to the International Regulations 
for  Prevent ing  Col l i s ions  a t  Sea 
(COLREGs).

The Safe Passage pamphlet also 
presents useful information on collision 
prevention measures, night signals for 
vessels crossing the Traffic Separation 
Scheme in the Singapore Strait, local 
rules for ships transiting the SOMS, 

advice on anchoring and notifications 
of weather conditions affecting visibility 
such as haze and heavy rain.

Close co-operation 
S ince  i t s  incept ion in  2007, the 
C o - o p e r a t i v e  M e c h a n i s m  h a s 
co-ordinated many projects to promote 
safety of navigation and environmental 
p ro t e c t i on . The  comp le t i on  and 
launch of the Safe Passage Pamphlet 
complements the many good systems 
and tools that have been put in place 
by the Co-operative Mechanism. It 
also underscores the close co-operation 
between the three littoral states and the 
organisations representing the users of the 
Straits of Malacca and Singapore such as 
BIMCO, INTERTANKO and the ICS.

Pr ior  to  the complet ion of  the 
pamphlet, two other industry-driven 
projects had been conducted successfully. 
The first was an analysis of incidents and 
near-misses within the SOMS, a project 
led by the ICS. This provided indications 
of the potential causes of such events and 
available corrective measures that could 
be considered. The second industry-
led project produced a directory of port 
reception facilities that are available to 
vessels navigating in the SOMS. This 
project was led by INTERTANKO, and 
drew heavily from information found 
within the IMO Global Integrated 
Shipping Information System (GISIS), 
as well as databases maintained by 
BIMCO and INTERTANKO. The 
three littoral states were then invited to 
provide any missing details, as well as 
update any inaccurate information before 
the directory was published. The port 
reception facility directory will remain 
as a ‘ living document ’, so any changes 
regarding the availability of such facilities 

can be taken on board. 
L i k e  t h e  e a r l i e r  p ro j e c t s , t h e 

development of the pamphlet is  a 
good illustration of how like-minded 
stakeholders can work together efficiently 
and expediently to achieve a common 
goal. It is a way to contribute towards 
protecting the marine environment by 
improving navigational safety in the 
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straits of Malacca and Singapore.

Proliferation
The work on the pamphlet was initiated 
in 2012 by means of a correspondence 
group steered by Singapore and BIMCO. 
Working closely with the other two 
littoral states of Indonesia and Malaysia, 
the framework of the pamphlet was 
developed, followed by the drafting work 
aimed at providing concise guidance with 
many references to related regulations and 
information resources.

Initially made available as a downloadable 
PDF file which ship owners and other 
interested parties could print and distribute, 
in the short time it has been available, 
several companies have already embraced its 
advantages. For example, a major Malaysian 
ship-owner has distributed the pamphlet 
to its entire fleet, including all tankers 
navigating in the region.

The Singapore Pilots’ Association has 
also taken the initiative of providing all 
ships calling at Singapore with a copy 
of the pamphlet. The Maritime and 
Port Authority of Singapore has held 
several Safety at Sea events during which 
participants are provided with a copy 
of the pamphlet in addition to other 
related material. The pamphlet was also 
distributed during the recent Singapore 
International Bunkering Conference and 
Exhibition (SIBCON) conference.

Video pamphlet
During the Co-operative Mechanism 
Meetings that were held in September 
2014 in Malaysia, it was agreed that 

Singapore could work with BIMCO in 
an effort to produce a video for seafarers 
that will capture the main points covered 
in the pamphlet.

The video, which may be made 
available for both streaming online 
viewing as well as via distribution on 
DVD, is intended to maximise access to 
the advice found in the pamphlet, and at 
the same time enhance the message by 
including actual footage of the view from 
the bridge during the most critical points 
during the passage of the SOMS.

Users of the pamphlet can find quick 
reference on the following topics:
•	 Collision prevention
•	 Routeing measures: covering the 

topics of the Traffic Separation 
Scheme (TSS), night signals for 
crossing traffic, and rules for vessels 
navigating through the SOMS

•	 The  ST RAI T REP repor t ing 
requirements outlining the reporting 
sectors, participation in STRAITREP 
and the vessel traffic service

•	 Anchoring advice covering areas 
where no anchoring is allowed and 
emergency situations

•	 Local traffic considerations and 
v i s ib i l i t y  concerns  s t emming 
from seasonal haze and weather 
conditions

The Safe Passage pamphlet has been 
made available as a downloadable PDF 
from the Co-operative Mechanism’s 
website and BIMCO’s website (www.
cooperativemechanism.org.my / www.
bimco.org). Users of the Straits are 
encouraged to get a copy.

Ships in close proximity on the Singapore Strait
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