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During oil spill incidents there will always be lessons learned. 
Some of these will have some influence on the oil spill recovery 
industry for a period. However, it is often the case that new 
and different lessons will be learned during subsequent oil spill 
incidents. As Ro-Clean Desmi has been part of this industry 
for almost 30 years, the various lessons learned have of course 
reflected on the requirements from the user and their equipment. 

The main things discovered in the last 30 years are that each oil 
spill incident is different and major oil spill incidents will call for 
vessels that are not dedicated to the specialised job called ‘oil spill 
recovery.’ Finally, time is a critical issue; a quick response is needed 
when a spill happens in a port area. 

Thus, the major task for an oil spill recovery equipment 
supplier is to ensure that equipment is durable, versatile, and 
easy to operate, as well as designed in a way so it can be used 
onboard multiple vessels. The fact that the equipment actually can 
encounter and recover oil on water, even extremely viscous oil, is 
undisputable. Looking at the major oil spills since Exxon Valdez, 
Ro-Clean Desmi has been a vital supplier of equipment. 

Port areas with heavy traffic and a lot of loading/unloading 
operations will of course be areas with a relatively high risk for 
oil spills. Ro-Clean Desmi has developed equipment for this 
important area. The key-word in port area spills is ‘Immediate 
Response.’ Troilboom is a rapid response Fence Boom designed 
for use in protected waters such as these. 

The Desmi Mini-Max Skimmer unit is a portable weir 
skimmer with a weight of only 22 kg allowing one person to 
carry the skimmer head. It can use various suction pumps for oil 
recovery including a dedicated suction pump or it can also use a 
vacuum truck pump, allowing for a very versatile system.

Durable
The Ro-Boom Containment Boom has been produced by Ro-
Clean Desmi since its inception and while other companies have 
used Ro-Boom as a bench mark for designing their own boom, 
Ro-Boom continues to rise above the rest.

Desmi DOP pumps have been produced for some 20 years. 
Again, the pump has been used as a bench mark for other 
companies in the industry. Still, DOP pumps remain the standard  
in  state-of-the-art heavy oil pumps.

Versatile
Ro-Clean Desmi has developed oil skimmers which, with the same 
frame can be used as both disc and brush skimmers. This allows 
customers to buy one main frame only and have the option of 
using various skimmer technologies depending on the type of oil 
to be recovered. Especially in a port area where a large range of oil 
types can be spilled, this is a major advantage, not at least from a 
cost point of view.

Easy to operate
In all larger oil spill incidents it is a fact that quite a number of 
the personnel involved will not be experts in this specialised 
area. Thus, simple, durable equipment construction is a must. 

Durable, versatile, and easy to operate 
oil spill recovery equipment
Ro-Clean Desmi A/S, Odense, Denmark

Desmi Mini-Max Skimmer.
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Troilboom.

Desmi DOP pumps.
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This lesson is a guideline Ro-Clean Desmi always take into 
consideration during product development. With port areas in 
mind, where immediate response is of the utmost importance, 
it is essential that the equipment can be used by even the most 
inexperienced personnel. 

Multiple vessels
Because major oil spills normally need a number of vessels 
which are not dedicated to oil spill response, it is required 
that oil spill response equipment is supplied in systems 
which do not need any external assistance. Ro-Clean Desmi 
will normally always supply a totally self supporting system 
including all auxiliary gear. This allows the equipment to be 

used on-board any vessel in case of an emergency situation. 
Furthermore, the storage volume required for the Ro-Boom 
Containment Boom is still the smallest compared to other 
booms of similar size and function. 

Sweeping arms
As sweeping arm systems have shown solid performance, 
especially in heavy oil spills, Ro-Clean Desmi of course offers 
this type of system in their product range as well. Besides having 
their own systems, which can be supplied as single sweep systems 
or dual sweep systems, Ro-Clean Desmi has also established a 
cooperation with the well known Dutch company Kampers Oil 
Spill Equipment BV to create the Koseq Sweeping Arm System. 

Ro-Boom Containment Boom.

Oil skimmer can be used as both a brush or disc skimmer.

Ro-clean products are easy to operate for even the most inexperienced personnel.

Sweeping arm systems are useful is especially heavy oil spill situations.

Kampers Oil Spill Equipment BV and Ro-Clean Desmi have together created the 
Koseq Sweeping Arm System.

The Koseq system has the highest rate of recovery compared to other recovery 
systems.
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Desmi A/S was founded in 1834 and is one of the oldest companies in Denmark. 

28 years ago the first Ro-Boom was developed for the Danish Environmental 

Agency. Over the years the line was enhanced and marketed by the environmental 

division Ro-Clean Desmi. Desmi is now engaged in the manufacture of a wide 

range of pumps for ship building, industrial, fire fighting and the fishing industries.  

For almost 30 years Desmi has developed a special range of pumps and oil 

skimming equipment. 

Ro-Clean Desmi A/S (Head Office)

21B Hestehaven

DK5260 Odense S

Denmark

Tel: +45 65 910201

Fax: +45 65 908877

Website: www.ro-cleandesmi.com
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The Koseq Sweeping System proved its effecieincy During the 
Prestige spill when it was onboard the Dutch Rijkswaterstaat 
vessel ARCA. 

Ro-Clean Desmi and Kampers have joined in close 
cooperation with the focus of strengthening their marketing and 
engineering efforts in order to introduce an even more efficient 
sweeping arm system. 

The Koseq system has a very high recovery capacity. Again, 
the Prestige spill showed that the Koseq system had by far 
the highest recovery rate compared to other recovery systems 
used. The focus now is on improving the ability to handle very 
high viscous oil. Recent oil spills show that recovered oil is 
often very viscous for several reasons. Firstly, the oil creates an 
emulsification with the water where water drops mix with the 
oil. Besides creating an increased volume of the ‘oil mousse,’ it 

also increases the viscosity of the oil. Secondly, more and more 
high viscous oils are being used for various purposes due to 
their low price compared to other types of oil. This is leading to 
more transport of high viscous oil and therefore a higher risk of 
it being spilled in an incident. 

The partnership’s focus will also be on having a versatile 
sweeping arm system without compromising the proven quality 
of the existing system. 

As one of the major companies within oil spill recovery 
equipment manufactur ing industry, it is of the utmost 
importance for Ro-Clean Desmi to constantly meet customers’ 
requirements. Also it is important to combine the requirements 
with Ro-Clean Desmi experience allowing them to promote 
equipment which is able to recover oil as well as being durable, 
versatile, and easy to operate.


