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Since ancient times, Qatar has been famous for its pearling banks 
with its seabed and warm shallow waters, conditions favourable to 
the growth of pearl-bearing oysters and the creation of the finest 
pearls found anywhere in the world. 

Pearling was the mainstay of the Qatari economy until the early 
1950s and its cultural and maritime heritage continues to be a 
source of great national pride and identity. 

Today, the same pearling banks are yielding a magnificent new 
treasure, The Pearl-Qatar, a Riviera style multi-billion dollar man-
made island poised to become the most fashionable address in 
the Middle East and internationally, as its phased construction is 
completed over the next few years.

Undertaken by United Development Company (UDC), 
The Pearl is also redefining Qatar as a destination of choice 
for discerning investors commensurate with the economic and 
cultural ambitions of the State as it positions itself to become one 
of the world’s most advanced nations.

The multi-billion dollar offshore residential island will have  
32 km of reclaimed coastline, including 20 km of pristine 
white sandy beaches. Developed 350 metres offshore from the 
prestigious West Bay lagoon, The Pearl-Qatar will be connected 
to the mainland by an eight-lane highway flanked by palm trees. 

Construction
Construction of The Pearl-Qatar with its array of unsurpassed 
facilities is advancing on all fronts; including dredging, reclamation 
and construction with the first residents on target to move in by 
the end of 2007. When completed, it will cover 985 acres (400 
hectares) of reclaimed land sited on a former pearl diving reef. 
The Pearl will be two-thirds the size of Gibraltar, an inspirational 
location that heralds a revival of fortune once again for these 
shallow waters of the Arabian Sea. 

The Pearl-Qatar is Qatar’s first international real estate venture and 
one of the largest real estate developments of its kind ever undertaken 
in the country. Designed to be a destination of outstanding natural 
beauty and the ultimate in cosmopolitan sophistication, The Pearl-
Qatar is the first development in the region to guarantee 100 per 
cent foreign ownership of the actual freehold. 

Whether it is the purchase of a tower plot, luxury villa, elegant 
town house or deluxe condominium, owners are granted absolute 
property rights and the benefits of a perpetual residential visa by 
agreement with the Qatari government. 

Districts
The Pearl-Qatar will eventually accommodate up to 40,000 
residents in an upscale, multi-cultural residential community, a 
secure and exclusive island retreat bringing the ambience and 
sophistication of a Mediterranean lifestyle to the heart of the 
Middle East.

The four-phased multi-use development comprises 10 distinct 
themed districts being implemented over a five year period. It will 
provide beachfront villas, elegant town houses, luxury apartments, 
exclusive penthouses, five-star hotels, marinas, schools as well as 
upscale retail, restaurant and lifestyle amenities.

The Pearl’s ‘Riviera Arabia’ will eventually comprise Porto 
Arabia, containing the largest of the planned marinas, offering 
investors a choice of residential locations. Condominiums, 
penthouses and multi storied town houses surround a lagoon with 
a five-star hotel operating from the central island, Marsa Arabia. 

Porto Arabia offers the most secluded island retreat to piazza-
style living in the heart of the bustling port as well as pedestrian 
area replete with café culture and waterfront lifestyle experience. 

Viva Bahriya is a family destination surrounding a harbour with 
Moroccan style town houses and apartments with a Moorish 
touch. As well as a landscaped promenade around a continuous 
beach, the plans include a five-star hotel on the island in the 
centre of this pristine bay.

Costa Malaz is decidedly for the elite, seeking a tranquil setting 
with villas set in an area of outstanding beauty facing north 
across the Arabian Sea. Villas are sited on the largest residential 
beachfront parcels overlooking an island resort hotel located in 
the centre of the bay. 

Isloa Dana represents the ultimate in exclusive locations with 
palatial properties set across a necklace of pearl islands. Named 
after these most exclusive pearls, Isola Dana will provide 
customised residences in an unrivalled location and with the 
ultimate of exclusivity. 

Abraj Quartier forms the entrance to The Pearl-Qatar with two 40 
story towers, one of which will house UDC’s corporate headquarters. 
This is further extended by a series of five, 36 story towers completing 
the north western edge of the island. Each tower has its own beach 
and gardens with condominiums in a cosmopolitan setting. 

The Pearl-Qatar redefines luxury
United Development Company, Doha, Qatar 

The multi-billion dollar Pearl Qatar will have 32 km of reclaimed coastline 
including 20 km of pristine white sandy beaches. 

Porto Arabia district. It will offer piazza-style living in the heart of the bustling 
port.
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Qanat Quartier is district of 1,300 units set around piazzas 
and meandering canals with a Venetian style. In addition to this 
unique residential district is the compliment of boutiques and 
cafés that line the canals, which provide an unrivalled waterfront 
experience.

La Plage Villas are set across the southern coastline of The 
Pearl-Qatar, offering spectacular properties in three key locations 
extending along the southern coastline of The Pearl-Qatar 
offering spectacular city views. These are contrasted by the Bahri 
Villas which provide contemporary island-style villas, with each 
property standing in semi-tropical gardens stretched along the 
northern coastline. 

Partnerships for progress
The Pearl-Qatar with its superb market positioning, is the flagship 
project of UDC, the country’s largest private sector shareholding 
company. A cornerstone of its successful philosophy is ‘creating 
partnerships for progress’ with UDC’s spearheading objectives 
that create lasting value and maximise long-term returns for 
shareholders and partners that all contribute to the economic 
growth of Qatar. 

Its strategic perspective is based on optimising returns from 
existing projects and identifying and investing in new green 
field long-term projects with UDC’s objective to become the 
preferred first choice joint venture partner for foreign companies 
and investors in Qatar and abroad. 

Established in 1999, the founders of UDC include Qatar’s 
business and investment elite holding 45 per cent of the equity 
with the balance held by many other Qataris, Foreign and 
regional investors. 

The vision of UDC for The Pearl-Qatar is to create a unique 
residential community integrating the very best of Qatar’s heritage 
and current economic status by incorporating a number of diverse 
high-quality living environments. Diversity and the quality of 

accommodation is integral from the provision of high-end luxury 
villas with their own beaches to fashionable apartment-style 
accommodation with dramatic sea views. 

From the outset, creative and stylish master planning was 
demanded to ensure the unique differentiation of the project as 
an iconic asset for Qatar that is capable of attracting the most 
discerning international and regional investors. 

The overarching conceptual design of a world-class residential 
community is fully aligned with the vision of UDC to create 
a breathtakingly ambitious development. Seattle-headquartered 
Callison Architecture Inc, was selected as prime consultant and 
design architect, with the firm providing design and construction 
services for the 31 residential towers that will each reach up 20 
storeys, town houses and 150,000 m2 of high-end retailing, leisure, 
lifestyle and restaurant areas together with parking. 

There will also be Riviera-style boardwalks around a 400-boat 
marina, one of the three planned for The Pearl-Qatar. Extensive 
private and public moorage is being planned and the island will 
have canals, lakes and navigable bays. The Pearl-Qatar will also 
host a world-class yacht club to cater for the international and 
local yachting fraternity. 

The Pearl-Qatar will be a secure retreat and a family orientated 
environment, reminiscent of the Italian and French Riviera with 
a touch of Spain as well, 20 km north of Doha’s central business 
district and the same distance from the airport. Importantly, the 
island has been positioned with the greatest respect to the existing 
topography and marine environment.

UDC awarded the detailed design contract in 2004 
after international tender for this ambitious and innovative 
development to world renowned firms. From day one, 
environmental concerns were uppermost with the commissioning 
of an intensive Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the 
project. A diverse marine habitat is now being created that will 
have a positive effect on bird life and the marine environment. 

The Pearl-Qatar covers 985 acres (400 hectares) of reclaimed land sited on a former pearl diving reef.
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United Development Company (UDC) was established in July 1999 as one of the 

leading private sector shareholding companies in the State of Qatar, in the Middle 

East, and has been listed on the Doha Securities Market since June 2003. 

From day one, the company’s mandate and mission has been to become a 

cornerstone of the development of Qatar, creating lasting value and maximising 

returns for partners and shareholders. 

Through a combination of substantial project activities and commercial enterprise, 

UDC has made substantial progress toward becoming the first-choice private sector 

joint venture partner for international investors in Qatar. 

Since 1999, UDC has moved from an initial program of detailed project research 

into specific investments and joint venture developments in petrochemicals, district 

cooling and land reclamation. 

The company prides itself on its ability to research and select quality investment 

opportunities as these arise, at home and overseas. The company is empowered 

to invest in financial instruments in Qatar, and also to act as a sponsor for 

international companies entering the Qatar market for the first time.

United Development Company

Q.S.C. PO Box 7256

Doha

Qatar

Tel: +974 436 1542

Fax: +974 435 5219

Email: info@udcqatar.com

Website: www.udcqatar.com

ABOUT THE COMPANY ENQUIRIES 

According to UDC, 2005 was a landmark year with The Pearl-
Qatar generating unprecedented demand reflected by a huge 
increase in sales for its housing, retail and lifestyle opportunities.

Progress on all fronts of the development has been excellent 
with all 31 tower plots of Porto Arabia sold out, the first district 
of The Pearl to be developed. The speed at which the plots were 
sold and the significant interest being shown by investors for the 
later phases confirms the strong demand for such a project. More 
importantly, it also solidifies the position of UDC as a premier 
development and investment company.

To meet increasing demand, the second phase of the sale of 
tower plots in Viva Bahriya started in the last quarter of 2005. And 
in May 2005, three islands in The Pearl-Qatar, including Marsa 
Arabia in the Porto Arabia, were sold to investors for hospitality 
development. These islands will be developed in keeping with the 
master plan for a total of approximately 800-five star rooms across 
the three islands. 

Construction of the massive quay wall for Porto Arabia was 
completed in March 2006, an incredible engineering feat that 
stretches 4.5 km and includes in excess of 10,000 precast concrete 
blocks and retaining structures. 

The Island’s retail areas will offer residents and visitors alike 
an experience unmatched in Qatar or in the region. With two 
million square feet of retail space on offer, The Pearl-Qatar will 
compete on an international level with major cities around 
the world. “We have attracted top name brands and upmarket 
retailers,” said Hussam Ahmed, General Manager for retail at 
The Pearl-Qatar. “This shows that The Pearl-Qatar is certain to 
become a future destination for world-class shopping experiences 
for residents and visitors alike.”

According to Mr Ahmed, more than a quarter of all retail space 
had already been committed and that more than 65 per cent of the 
two million square feet would be subscribed for within the coming 
months. Some of the top brand names include the likes of Emporio 
Armani, Gucci, Dolce & Gabbana, Louis Vuitton and Chanel. 

As a showcase for the aspirations of Qatar and the ultimate 
multi-cultural residential community, The Pearl-Qatar is focusing 
on international and regional markets to showcase its hospitality, 
residential, retailing and leasing opportunities. As reclamation is 
completed and the construction cycle quickens with the construction 
of towers beginning this year, The Pearl-Qatar is fast emerging as a 
groundbreaking project of global dimensions and unrivalled quality.

Satellite image, taken June 2006. The Pearl-Qatar will be reminiscent of the French Riviera with a touch of Spain.


