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DRY BULK AND 
SPECIALIST CARGO HANDLING

Port of Vancouver
The need 
The Port of Vancouver, USA, is a multi-purpose port authority 
located in Vancouver, Washington. When the group at Kinder 
Morgan Terminals looked to expand their storage by 6,689 m2 
(72,000 ft2) at their bulk terminal facility, a 48.7 m wide by 137.1 m 
long (160' x 450') Cover-All® TITAN® building was installed. 
The primary reason was to provide increased storage capacity for 
30,000 metric tonnes of copper concentrate.

Kinder Morgan Bulk Terminals offer over 190 operating terminals 
to handle a diverse spectrum of commodities, including the Port of 
Vancouver’s bulk terminal facility. The need for the expansion of 
the Port of  Vancouver bulk terminal facility responded to a 92 per 
cent increase in dry bulk exports through the port. 

Business advantage
“The building has provided us the opportunity to expand our 
business,” says Chris Alexander, Terminal Manager, Kinder Morgan 
Bulk Terminals. “Copper concentrate is required to be in under 
cover storage to prevent water contamination. This building has 
provided additional capacity and has increased our business by 
100 per cent.” 

Along with the projected continuing demand from Asian 
markets, the Port of  Vancouver is now in a position to capitalise 
on the exploding copper concentrate export market. “The Cover-
All building has been a great addition to the Port of Vancouver 
and to Kinder Morgan’s opportunities to export,” said Alexander. 
“We look forward to utilising additional Cover-All buildings in 
the future, not only at this facility but at our other facilities. The 
cost, the efficiency, its ability to withstand the weather conditions 
and provide a safe, dry, lighted work environment is a great 
advantage to our type of operation.” 

In the new Cover-All® building, the bulk material is delivered 
through a conveyor system and high piled in the building until it is 
loaded back into the conveyor system for export. The Cover-All® 

building was designed to incorporate both of the existing 
conveyor systems, as well as a new system that runs through the 
building. 

“We were very pleased with how well the building went 
together,” said Todd Krout, Facilities Superintendent, Port of 
Vancouver, USA. “The ability to allow light into the facility has 
minimised the need to turn on the lights during the day which 
has been a nice change from an energy savings perspective,” Krout 
added.

The 6,689 m2 (72,000 ft2) storage facility was installed in just 
six weeks. “The design was very complete and overall it was easy 
to assemble. The project was completed quickly which allowed 
us to meet our tenant’s tight construction deadline. It has been 
a great experience and we have really enjoyed working with the 
local Cover-All dealer,” said Krout. 

The building provides Kinder Morgan with a clear-span space 
without worry of running into poles or other obstructions. In 
addition, the truss system is constructed using a triple coated 
corrosion barrier. Since copper concentrate tends to be corrosive 
in nature towards metal and steel products, a stem wall foundation 
was used to avoid direct contact with the copper concentrate 
material. “The way this building is manufactured, we should easily 
be able to keep the copper off of the metal,” said Krout. “We look 
forward to this advantage from the Cover-All building.”

Additional building features

•  Three 4.8 m wide by x 6.0 m high (16' x 20') overhead doors 
were installed in the building.

•  Eight 1.2 m by 1.2 m (4' x 4') mesh vents were installed in the 
end walls to provide the required air circulation.

Port of Albany
The need 
In order to relieve storage pressure at its mine site, the Cargill 
Lansing, NY, USA salt mine required additional capacity at its 
regional distribution centre at the Port of Albany, NY. Capital 
District Salt was incorporated to manage the salt operation and 
the two companies began to consider options to accommodate 
the need.

Stories in efficiently expanding port 
storage capacity 
Craig Stewart, Market Manager, Cover-All Building Systems, Inc., Canada

The 6,689m2 (72,000 ft2) storage facility was installed in just six weeks.

The facility has minimised the need to turn on the lights during the day which 
has been a nice change from an energy savings perspective.
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Giant tarps were once used to cover 15 m high (50') piles of 
salt from the weather, but the tarps proved to be cumbersome 
and not always completely effective. After extensive research, they 
decided to build a Cover-All® structure to house a 100,000 tonne 
stockpile.

Business advantage 
“Cargill needs stockpiles to relieve truck traffic and pressure at 
the mine. These huge piles let us deliver salt to Cargill’s customers 
quickly,” says Vincent Logan, Capital District Salt Vice President.

Cargill’s 200,000-tonne Port of Albany distribution facility lies 
on the banks of the Hudson River. Measuring 45.7 m wide x 
169.2 m long (150' x 555'), this is one of the largest Cover-All® 
buildings in the world. 

“This structure offers distinct advantages for salt and sand 
storage over other buildings,” says Ben Hogervorst of Cover-
All Buildings New York. “The clear span environment, corrosive 

resistant materials, and quality engineering make this the perfect 
building for this application. It is a strong, environmentally secure 
way to protect salt from the elements.”

From preliminary site work to move in, it was a mere 12 weeks 
for this 7,734 m2 (82,250 ft2) storage facility to be constructed. 
“We couldn’t be happier. Each of the contractors came in, did 
their job and they did it on time,” said Logan.

Additional building features

•  The DuraWeave® fabric is not affected by the corrosive 
environment and requires minimal maintenance. The fabric 
provides a natural sunlit environment within the building.

•  End wall venting system allows the building to ventilate.

•  The reinforced concrete wall foundation is 3.9 m high (13') and 
0.25 m thick (10'').

Cover-All Building Systems is the leading manufacturer of steel-framed, 

membrane buildings. Cover-All buildings are available in clear-span widths up 

to 300 feet and are pre-engineered to meet structural requirements. Behind 

each Cover-All® building is a worldwide team of dedicated professionals, an  

ISO 9001:2000 certified manufacturing facility, and continual investment in product 

research and development.
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The clear span environment, corrosive resistant materials, and quality engineering make this the perfect building for this application.


