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ENVIRONMENT, 
HEALTH AND SAFETY

With Norway’s background as a major oil producer and the 
State Pollution Control Authority’s very str ict regulatory 
framework both for preventing oil spills and respond to oil 
spills AllMaritim and its two manufacturers, NOFI Tromsø and 
NOREN Bergen, have been able to develop and test in real life 
conditions oil spill response equipment that is well recognised in 
the international market.

Case studies
Traditional oil booms will fail in containing drifting oil above 
0,7 to 0,9 knot towing speed (or current). More recently – after 
thorough testing carried out by the US Coast Guard in the 
OHMSETT test facilities – NOFI Tromsø succeeded in making 
a boom system with could contain and control drifting oil slicks 
at towing speeds (or currents) up to 3,5 knots without gross losses 
of oil. The first product introduced to the market a few years back 
was the NOFI Current Buster®, which has been joined by the 
NOFI Ocean Buster as well as a NOFI Harbour Buster the last 
couple of years.

The first NOFI Current Busters were sold to Alyeska Pipeline 
Service Company – SERVS, Valdez, Alaska for use primarily by 
their well-trained fishing vessels. The Current Buster was well 
received by fishermen in Prince William Sound and two systems 
were successfully deployed during the large “Windy Bay” diesel 
spill of 2001.

In recent years the Busters have logged some remarkable 
clean-up successes, most outstandingly during the “Rocknes” 
heavy fuel oil spill where, during a five hour tow-out of the 
capsized vessel, the Current Buster alone contained and 
controlled more than 50 per cent of the recorded total recovery 
for the day. This, with more than 900 m of other conventional 
oil booms at sea. The “Rocknes” incident also proved the 
Current Buster’s high flexibility in moving from one drifting 

slick to another without losing any oil and then calling in a 
skimmer vessel when the Separator was observed to contain 
very thick layers of oil. 

There was another heavy fuel oil spill in 2004; the “Vicuna” 
incident in Brazil. High tidal currents hampered oil containment 
for extended periods of time and Petrobras let the on-scene-
commanders borrow one of their Current Busters, which was 
most appreciated.

Models
The total system sales have already passed one hundred units sold 
worldwide. Customers have been pleased with the various models 
now available to them including the Harbour Buster for inshore, 
shallow water and harbour use and the Ocean Buster for offshore, 
high seas conditions.

With the new Buster design, the operators in the oil spill 
response industry have been given a tool that in both fast 
and narrow waters will significantly improve the ability to 
improve both containment and recovery. The Buster design, 
from inshore to offshore use, has been well proven in real life 
situations over the last four or five years and well accepted 
worldwide.

NorMar skimmers
The NorMar skimmers system range has been enlarged to 
include a wide range of skimmers, from capacity range of  
0 – 350m3/hr. The last development is the NorMar 
Multipurpose cassette system design to be fitted with racks 
with either discs, for light oil recovery, or soft shovel brushes 
for heavy oil recovery. Changing from a traditional weir 
skimmer to a multipurpose cassette skimmer is done within a 
few minutes without use of any tools. This new development 
will enhance the efficiency of oil recovery no matter what 
type of oil, reducing the amount of water to a minimum. The 
Multipurpose cassette system has been toughly tested and 
verified by the Norwegian Coastal Authorities and SINTEF.
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Figure 1. The Current Buster can contain and control drifting oil slicks at towing 
speeds up to 3,5 knots.

AllMaritim of Bergen, Norway is Norway’s leading marketing company for  

NOFI oil booms and NorMar skimmer systems with regular exports to more than 

30 countries.
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Figure 2. The NorMar skimmer system range. 


