
To stand out from the competition in the 
world market, companies must be able to 
call upon a sustainable, flexible, efficient and 
most of all, innovative supply chain in which 
all links play an effective role. The Port of 
Antwerp is an example of a crucial link in the 
supply chain. 

Good sea access, a dense network of 
hinterland connections and its geographical 
location are just the start of its advantages. 
Antwerp is also distinguished for its integrated 
range of logistics services supported by 
single-window ICT, comprehensive expertise 
in freight handling, value-added services and 
long-term investments. 

LARGEST IN THE WORLD
With its area of 12,068 hectares, the Port 
of Antwerp is one of the largest ports in 
the world. It is also Europe's largest port 
in terms of storage space, and the second 
largest port in Europe with respect to the 
total volumes handled. The total volume of 
208 million tonnes were handled in 2015, 
has been realised thanks to the work of 
more than 145,000 professionals. These 
include numerous specialists in value-added 
logistics (VAL) that offer services such as 

inventory management, quality control, 
weighing, sorting, conditioning, milling, 
mixing, labeling or packaging of goods.

In terms of dry bulk, the port offers a 
broad range of 1.43 million square meters 
of covered and uncovered storage space for 
dry bulk products and is home to 12 dry bulk 
terminals. This extensive choice of dry bulk 
service providers makes Antwerp one of the 
most important European centres for dry 
bulk storage and handling. A few examples of 
the wide range of dry bulk products handled 
by the specialised operators in the port are 
coal, iron ore, non-ferrous metals, cement, 
industrial minerals, fertilisers, grains, sugar 
and scrap, which account for a total of about 
14 million tonnes per year.

LOCATED AT THE DRY BULK HEART OF 
EUROPE
As the largest inland port in Europe, the Port 
of Antwerp offers several advantages to its 
dry bulk customers. The port handles almost 
14 million tonnes of dry bulk a year.  All 12 
of the port’s dry bulk terminals are fully tri-
modal. This speeds transit times, maximises 
connectivity and seamlessly integrates 
foreland and hinterland.

Dry bulk services link Antwerp with many 
locations worldwide, mostly on a ‘chartering’ 
basis. For example, Antwerp is the leading 
European port for shipping services to and 
from the US and Canada, South and Central 
America, Africa, the Middle East, and the 
Indian subcontinent.

FACTS AND FIGURES
• Located 80km inland, in the heart of the 

European market
• Accessible to the largests vessels in the 

world 
• More than 60% of European purchasing 

power lies within 500km
• Over 700 European Distribution Centres 

within 200km of Antwerp

SUPERIOR TRIMODAL TRANSPORT
The area’s wide variety of road, rail and 
barge operators ensures competitive rates 
between the port and the hinterland. The 
port is located at a junction of highways,not 
only connecting Antwerp with the rest of 
Belgium, but also with the Netherlands, 
Germany, France and the rest of Europe. 
Trucks can reach Frankfurt in about 5 hours 
and 30 minutes, and Paris in just over 4 hours. 

ANTWERP
YOUR SPECIALISED DRY BULK HOTSPOT

Wim Dillen, Antwerp Port Authority

S
ac

ha
Je

nn
is

 

46   EDITION 71: SEPTEMBER 2016 WWW.PORTTECHNOLOGY.ORG

DRY BULK AND SPECIALIST CARGO HANDLING 



International hauliers provide a full range of 
vehicles and equipment, including silo and 
tipping trucks, and are experienced in the 
transport of all types of dry bulk cargo. In 
addition, the electronic registration of trucks 
minimises the turnaround time in the port.

Except from trucks, there are around 915 
barge departures a week to 75 destinations 
in Europe in different types of inland vessels. 
Thanks to its location in the middle of the 
Scheldt-Meuse-Rhine Delta, the port is 
directly connected to the Albert Canal, the 
1,500-km-long Belgian inland waterway 
network and the network of European 
waterways. By barge your goods reach  the 
Ruhr area (Duisburg) in about 20 hours and 
Switzerland in about 72 hours. Northern 
France can be reached in 24-36 hours.

The port is also known for its excellent 
accessibility by rail. Almost all terminals 
at the port are directly connected to the 
rail network, which means that the port 
has more than 1,000km of railway. Several 
rail freight operators connect the Port of 
Antwerp with Northwest Europe. More than 
250 loaded goods trains leave the port on a 
daily basis. Depending on dry bulk volumes 
and destinations, customers can choose 
for anything from the contract-hire of 
dedicated trainload shuttles to the spot hire 
of individual wagons.  

In addition, frequent short sea  and feeder 
services also link the port with more than 
200 locations in Europe and Northern Africa. 
In all, every year around 14,500 seagoing 
vessels, from Handysize to Capesize pass 
through the Port of Antwerp.

TAILOR-MADE DRY BULK LOGISTICS AND 
VALUE-ADDED SERVICES
The port’s extensive choice of dry bulk 
terminals and operators ensures that 
customers benefit from competitive rates. 
Dry bulk operators in the port can handle 
up to 40 million tonnes of dry bulk a year 
and provide VAL services such as stock and 
quality control, testing, weighing, sorting, 
conditioning, grinding, blending, labelling 
and packaging. In addition, a wide range 
of manufacturing services can support all 
stages of the production cycle. Employing 
highly trained and skilled staff and operating 
a wide variety of specialised equipment, 
the Antwerp logistics companies are 
known for their experience and expertise 
in transporting, handling, processing and 
storing all types of dry bulk.

CONTINOUS INNOVATIONS
The Antwerp Port Authority aims to 
continually invest in its infrastructure as 
well as its IT systems.  The Antwerp Port 
Community System (APCS) centralises all 
electronic systems for the exhange of data. 
Effective electronic data transfer supports 
cargo flows and offers full transparency of 

all links in your supply chain. APCS enables 
electronic scheduling of barges and trucks 
at the container terminals. The e-desk 
simplifies the customs formalities on the 
export side.

In June, 2016 the biggest lock in the world 
was inaugurated in the Port of Antwerp, 
ensuring smooth access to the Waasland 
harbour. Until then, the smaller Kallo Lock 
was the only gate to the Waasland harbour. 
This meant that the ships could have to wait 
for more than three hours. Any problem 
with the Kallo Lock could paralyse the whole 
Waasland harbour. The Kieldrecht Lock now 
enables a second, bigger, more upstream 
access to the docks on the left bank of 
the Scheldt river. In future, the ships can 
expect faster and smoother access to the 
harbour. The Kieldrecht Lock strengthens the 
competitiveness of the Port of Antwerp and 
will attract new economic activity to Flanders. 

In December, 2014 another large 
investment project had already been 
inaugurated, which was the Liefkenshoek 
rail tunnel. A rail connection of 16 metres, 
which connects the right and the left bank 
in the port, and thereby strongly reducing 
transit times.

DRY BULK INVESTMENTS
Not only the port authority invests in 
infrastructure and services.  Many of the 
12 dry bulk terminals have invested in 
the innovation of their processess and 
infrastructure. 

One example is Vollers, a german company 
active in the Port of Antwerp for many years, 
that invested in a fully automated terminal 
for the handling and storage of cacao beans. 
The goods arrive in bulk vessels from Africa, 
Asia and South America and are unloaded 
thanks to an automated system. 

Another example is Euroports. For many 
years, Euroports has been serving the 
sugar industry through its dedicated sugar 
terminal in Antwerp. In order to respond to 
the specific challenges from the upcoming 
EU Sugar Reform (2017), Euroports is now 
implementing an important investment 
programme in their dedicated white 
crystal beet sugar terminal in Antwerp. The 
objective of the investment is to increase 
safety and quality standards as well as to 
expand and adjust the terminal capacity 
and the facilities for sugar handling and 
storage. The investment includes amongst 
others IFS certification, a new unloading 
station for rail cars and trucks, additional 
parking facilities for trucks and an additional 
new bagging installation for containers. The 
investment programme will be completed by 
September, 2017.

A last example is Antwerp Stone Terminal. 
They built a  sand classifier who eliminates 
dust from broken sand particles. The dust will 
be reused in concrete, asphalt and limestone.
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ABOUT THE ORGANISATION

The Port of Antwerp is the second largest 
seaport in Europe. Located in the middle 
of Europe, it offers optimal connections. 
A vast network of roads, railway and 
inland waterways guarantee a smooth 
throughput to all of the major European 
industrial and consumer areas. Antwerp 
is a multifunctional port, where all types 
of cargo (containers, break bulk, dry bulk, 
and liquid bulk) are loaded, unloaded, 
stored and handled. The port offers a 
blend of cargo handling, industrial activity 
and logistics operations. 

ENQUIRIES

www.portofantwerp.com/en
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