
Good environmental credentials are key in 
the sustainable development and continued 
growth of SOHAR Port and Freezone. As 
a 50:50 partnership between the Port of 
Rotterdam and the Sultanate of Oman, 
SOHAR prides itself on some of the 
strictest and best policed environmental 
policies in the region – both above and 
below the water. The vision of SOHAR 
Port and Freezone is to create and 
maintain an environment that is healthy, 
safe, and secure for staff, tenant industries 
and their employees, visitors, and the 
surrounding community. 

Health, safety and environment 
SOHAR has worked hard to become 
recognised as a regional leader in 
environmental friendliness, and through 
collaboration with a number of official 
organisations has drafted an innovative 
Health, Safety and Environment (HSE) 
policy. 

The impact of activities in SOHAR on 
the health and safety of workers, as well 
as any influence on the social and natural 
environment, have been minimised through 
a number of processes which have been put 
in place to identify possible hazards before 
they occur. Good operational practices 
surrounding all activities within SOHAR 
Port and Freezone are constantly promoted 
in order to ensure the protection of human 
life and health, the natural environment, 
and the property in and around the port 
and freezone. 

SOHAR cons i s tent l y  s t r ives  to 
improve upon its green credentials. An 
environmental team has been formed and 
is dedicated to creating, implementing and 
promoting HSE policies and initiatives. 
The team works closely with stakeholders, 
including the Oman Environmental 

Services Holding Company, or "Be'ah". 
The HSE team interacts seamlessly 
with the SOHAR Environmental Unit 
(SEU), itself a part of the Oman Ministry 
of Environment and Climate Affairs 
(MECA), to ensure that the environment 
is monitored and protected for everyone to 
enjoy in the future. 

The SEU provides tenants of SOHAR 
Port  and Freezone with pract ica l 
information, such as permit procedures, 
environmental management and technical 
issues. The SEU coordinates requests for 
new licenses and renewals with MECA, 
and works alongside the port ’s own 
environmental team to advise companies 
about sustainable development in SOHAR 
Port and Freezone, as well as how this 
is implemented through the ‘Beyond 
Regulatory Control’ mechanism that 
results in the implementation of ‘Best 
Available Techniques’.  

Uniquely in the region, SOHAR operates 
a landlord-tenant model, so port operations 
at SOHAR are not done by the company 
itself, but by the different terminals and 
tenants. All landside operations in the 
port must comply with national laws for 
environmental protection and all marine 
operations must comply with national and 
international environmental laws set by 
the International Maritime Organization 
(IMO). 

SOHAR encourages all of its tenants to 
go above and beyond national guidelines, 
one of the ways it achieves this is by 
working closely with the relevant authorities 
to implement Integrated Pollution 
Prevention Control (IPPC), Best Available 
Techniques, and Seveso III standards - the 
highest European standards when it comes 
to incident prevention and environmental 
performance.

Environmental Management 
Programme
In  2014, SOHAR welcomed 100 
ministerial, industrial and business 
leaders to take part in its pioneering 
Environmental Management Programme. 
Led by the SEU and in cooperation with 
MECA, the event was spread over four 
days. The agenda for the workshop focused 
on global best practices that can ensure 
regulations are able to maintain pace with 
growth. This included water and emissions 
management strategies, zero discharge and 
the impact that new projects are expected 
to have on the surrounding area. The 
workshop also provided an opportunity 
to highlight significant achievements 
made in stabilising air quality during peak 
production hours, and the reduction of 
odour and dust nuisances. 

The purpose of the Environmental 
Management Programme is to inspire 
participants to lead by example and amplify 
the message of sustainability to those 
who may join the company in the future. 
In doing so, it is hoped that SOHAR will 
become a regional byword for sustainability, 
complete with the knowledge and expertise 
to be able to contribute positively to the 
environment in the Sultanate of Oman and 
the wider region.

Liquefied Natural Gas 
The Environmental Programme is part of 
a broad sustainability drive that will see the 
port become the first in the Middle East, 
as well as one of only a few places in the 
world, that can offer ship-to-ship liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) cargo transfer services. 
In July, 2015 a successful ship-to-ship 
transfer of fuel oil was completed onsite. 
The delicate operation was conducted by 
one of the world’s leading marine cargo 
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transfer companies, Fendercare Marine. 
Accredited by no less than ten national and 
international regulatory bodies, Fendercare 
handles around 2,800 transfers per year 
and has an immaculate safety record. In 
2013, Fendercare managed close to half a 
billion barrels globally without incident. 

SOHAR has taken an active role as a 
regional pioneer of ship-to-ship transfer 
services in its anchorage areas. As always 
in SOHAR, safety and environmental 
protection are paramount to any marine 
side operations. The LNG ship-to-ship 
transfers in SOHAR combine the latest 
technologies with international best 
practices to offer a revolutionary service, 
currently only available at the ports of 
Rotterdam and Singapore. A recent set 
of deadlines set by the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO), will 
require ships passing through so-called 
‘Emissions Control Areas’, to reduce the 
level of sulphur-oxide in their fuel supplies 
to just 0.1%. This has led to an increase 
in research and investment into LNG as 
bunker fuel and LNG transfer facilities. 

Rewards
SOHAR is the only port in the Middle 
East to reward ships that are certified as 
being environmentally clean with a Green 
Award certificate. The certification allows 
ships to reap various financial and non-
financial benefits. By offering the Green 
Award, SOHAR encourages sustainability 
and makes above standard operations 
economically attractive. The certification 
procedure consists of an office audit and 
an audit of each individual ship applying 
for certification. The assessment focuses 
on crew, operational, environmental 
and managerial elements. Successfully 
accredited vessels receive a considerable 
reduction on port dues in SOHAR as well 
as other benefits. 

As well as Green Award certificates, the 
port has implemented the Environmental 
Ship Index (ESI). The ESI identifies 

vessels that perform better in reducing 
air emissions than required by the current 
emission standards set by the IMO. The 
ESI evaluates the amount of nitrogen oxide 
(NOX) and sulphur oxide (SOX) that is 
released by a ship, and includes a reporting 
scheme on the greenhouse gas emissions 
of the ship. The ESI is a good indication 
of the environmental performance of 
ocean-going vessels and will assist in 

generally identifying cleaner ships. The 
index is designed to be used by other ports 
to reward all ESI participating ships, and 
will help to promote cleaner shipping 
globally. The programme is voluntary and 
encourages the kind of above-standard 
improved environmental performance that 
SOHAR is trying to promote across all its 
operations in order to continue to establish 
itself as a global leader. 
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About the organisation

SOHAR Port is a joint venture between the Port of Rotterdam and the Sultanate of 
Oman and benefits from an enviable position outside the Strait of Hormuz, meaning 
it has access to over 3.5 billion consumers through the Gulf by land, sea or air. Sitting 
at the centre of global trade routes between Europe and Asia, SOHAR Port is a 
cornerstone in the region's fast developing road-air-rail infrastructure, offering better 
business connections and unprecedented opportunities for growth. The port's three 
major clusters – logistics, petrochemicals and metals – will soon be joined by Oman's 
first ever terminal to be dedicated to the handling of agricultural bulk.
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