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International trade is the key to the successful and sustainable
development of the world’s nations, and an initiative that aims to
secure this environment globally should receive maximum support
and unconditional endorsement from all role-players. Michel Danet,
Secretary General of the World Customs Organization (WCO),
briefs us on the international customs community’s latest efforts in
this regard.

Introduction
As a considered response to the potential threat of terrorist
activity on the movement of goods around the world, the
international customs community has committed itself to the
implementation of a Framework of Standards to Secure and
Facilitate Global Trade. This Framework, a consolidation of
various agreed security and facilitation measures, contains
principles and standards that should be adopted and implemented
by all customs administrations. It is aimed at providing uniformity
and predictability to the global trade environment by safeguarding
the end-to-end security of the international trade supply chain,
and facilitating the passage of legitimate goods through customs
control. Successful implementation of the Framework will be one
of the key challenges facing the international customs community
as it moves into the future.

The principles behind the framework
The Framework was developed with four principles in mind,
namely, that customs administrations commit to harmonising
advanced electronic manifest information requirements to allow
risk assessment of cargo, apply a common risk management
approach, use non-intrusive detection equipment to affect
examinations, and provide benefits to businesses that meet
minimal supply chain security standards and best practices. 

The framework is built on two pillars:

1. The Customs-to-Customs pillar encourages co-operation
among customs administrations on the basis of common and
accepted standards in order to maximise trade security and
facilitation; 

2. The Customs-to-Business pillar rests on the necessity for
customs to establish partnerships with the private sector by
creating an international system for identifying businesses that
offer a high degree of security guarantees in respect of their role
in the trade supply chain. Businesses that fulfil the criteria defined
in the Framework will be regarded as partners and classified as
“authorised traders” eligible for a host of tangible benefits. These

could include quicker movement of low-risk cargo through
customs, improved security levels, optimised supply chain costs
through security efficiencies, enhanced trading reputation,
improved understanding of customs requirements, and better
communication between business and customs. 

Framework implementation
To facilitate steady implementation of the Framework, the
international customs community has agreed to follow a phased
approach complimented by a supportive and sustainable strategic
capacity building programme for those customs administrations
needing such assistance.

With the active and committed creation of a trading
environment characterised by co-operation, partnerships, security,
and facilitation, governments across the world will gain
enormously from the successful implementation of the
Framework of Standards to Secure and Facilitate Global Trade
given the importance of international trade to the economic and
social well-being of the world’s nations.

The WCO, as the global customs community’s representative
voice on international customs matters, will actively promote and
monitor the implementation of the Framework from its Brussels-
based headquarters on behalf of its 164 current member states
who together account for 99 percent of all world trade. The
WCO is confident that with the support of its membership, its
partners, the business community and the international trade
community as a whole, steady and successful implementation of
this global security system will be achieved.

By endorsing the Framework on Standards to Secure and
Facilitate Global Trade, the world’s customs chiefs have visibly
demonstrated their determined commitment to ensure that
legitimate international trade operates in an environment that is
secure from potential threats that could severely disrupt the global
trading system. 

Conclusion
Given the importance and necessity for this global initiative, the
WCO is positive and confident that it will receive support for its
Framework and the implementation thereof, as the benefits to
international trade for both the private and public sectors is
limitless. With both co-operation and partnerships playing key
roles in the initiative, success for the global customs and trade
communities is in sight.
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