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The issue of overweight containers, or incorrectly declared 
containers, has been one of the most critical safety issues for the 
port industry, as well as for the shipping industry. To ensure the 
safety of ship and port operation, some countries, such as the US, 
have already introduced domestic regulations that require export 
containers to be weighed on scales before being loaded aboard 
ships or being entered into container terminals. In other parts 
of the world, where strict local regulations do not exist, several 
accidents at ports were reported, which were apparently caused by 
overweight containers. 

Recognizing that each mode of transport in the international 
supply chain is exposed to serious risks because of overweight 
containers, IAPH has adopted ‘Resolution on the Safety of 
Containers in the Supply Chain’ in its Busan Conference in 
May 2011. In this resolution IAPH declared the following:

1.  IAPH requests international organizations such as ILO and 
IMO to adopt requirements for shippers to correctly pack 
and document cargo in containers, including the mandatory 
accurate weighing at the origin of the shipment;

2.  IAPH urges shippers of containers at the origin of transport to 
apply such requirements to ensure safety in the international 
supply chain;

3.  IAPH further requests governments and their agencies to 
establish effective legal requirements and control mechanisms 
to ensure the correct application of the requirements referred 
to above;

4.  IAPH further requests parties responsible for road infrastructure 
to properly designate and promptly develop when necessary, 
road systems for special and bulky port cargo such as heavy 
containers and oversized cargoes.

As IAPH strongly supports IMO’s initiatives to further 
strengthen the shipper’s obligation to verify container weights 
before loading them onboard ships, we joined with WSC, ICS 
and BIMCO in issuing another press release ‘Ports and Carriers 
United on the Need to Weigh Loaded Containers’ in December 
2011. As an interface between waterborne and land transport, 
ports need to act together with other related industries such as 
shipping and trucking to secure the safety of container transport.

On a practical side, however, the most appropriate final check 
point of weighing export containers could be at the gate of 
ports or container terminals when declarations of shippers seem 
dubious. The procedure may impose two major challenges on 

port authorities: the cost to be involved in weighing containers 
at ports, and, more critically, the physical space required for such 
operation. As the responsibility for declaring the container’s 
weight correctly lies with the shipper, the cost incurred by the 
operation should be passed on to shippers in the form of a 
weighing charge. 

Space factors may be harder to overcome, as it would be 
difficult for already space-limited ports to find sufficient space 
to weigh containers in front of gates. When it comes to import 
containers, weighing containers during the operation of yard 
equipment could be a good option and hopefully more accurate 
weighing systems with handling cranes will soon become a reality. 

In order to accurately understand the current status 
of container weighing at ports and possible challenges 
port authorities would face, IAPH is now carrying out a 
questionnaire survey to all the port members asking how they 
plan to deal with the issue. After analyzing the results of this 
survey, we will discuss these further in May 2012 when we meet 
at Mid-term Conference in Jerusalem. Then, we are going to 
establish the official position of the IAPH toward the issue and 
discuss this at the IMO MSC meeting in September. There will 
be a long way to go, but recalling what ports in the world went 
through with the ISPS code a decade ago, I am sure they will be 
able to find the solutions for this.
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The International Association of Ports and 

Harbours (IAPH) is the global alliance of the world 

port community, it represents some 200 ports and 

140 port-related organisations across about 90 

countries worldwide. IAPH actively addresses critical 

issues facing the port industry through its technical 

committees. IAPH also proactively plays a significant 

role in tackling global issues at maritime-related  

UN agencies and other international organisations.
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